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EccLvs. vii. 29, 31. rar. Yi 37; „ , ll 
Fear the Lord, and honour his Prieſts. +5111, 2 
For he beareth the Iniquity of the Congregation, to 3 
make an Atonement for them before the Lord. bo 
the Levite js ſeparate to the Lord, to mini of ' 
mo him, to bleſs thee in his Name, © "2M 
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[= NE == T ; 5 0 e Re- 
| fledron, that 7557 Ja 
ans find themſelves 


el under a Neceſ- 
a ſity of employing they 


Pes, in Defence of 
Religion, and the Sa- 
FER Off ce 4. the Prietthood : But 


ſuch is 1 V. tckedneſs of ſome Mee, 
43 that 


* 
* 


„„ 


that they will not give Credit to tbe 
' Diflates of their own Reaſon, but 
Vill traverſe the World to find Ar-. 


guments to over-throw even t 


r 
all Atheiſts, Deiſts, Latitudinarians, 


Independent Whiggs, Vc. Happy 


England! that can boaſt of a greater 


Number of theſe Heroes, ſince the 

Reformation, than the whole Chri- 
ſtian World; I naught add, the Ma- 
hometan and Pagan, into the bar- 


gain : Theſe mighty Men have out- 
done the ver) Giants, that attempt- 


ed to ſcale Heaven, and the moſt Iux- 


uriant Inventions, either of Poets, or 


Mythologiſts ; for they were not har- 


dy enough to zn ſinuate even in Fable, 


that there was no God, which is 
the conſtant Theme of «ſome among us, 


who for that, Reaſon only are often 
Placed- in the firſt Rank of the Lear- 


ned. 


THE 
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Uſage, from thoſe that either deny, or 
Fu 7 their Lord and Maſter L Ac 


cordingly, when ever a Prieſt or Par- 


ſon falls into the Way of theſe Lear- 
ned Gentlemen, ecially in t ir Dra- 
matick Works, e 15 either ſwearing, 


cheating, drunk, or, at beſt, inclining to 


ſome notable Vice or other : This is a 
Practice ſo abominable, that one may 
venture to ſay, England may claim ut 
as her own, ſince no other Chriſtian 
Country ever allowed that Sacred Cha- 


radter to be repreſented in a ludicrous 


Mamer ; wr even the Pagans, with- 
out much Caution, and then only in 


order to promate the Duties either of 


Religion or Virtue, 


TIS much to be feared, that the 
Stage has been the Source of Atbeiſm 
and Infidelity amongſt us; for ſmce 
humane Nature is always inclining to 
Vice, and that wicked Men would fam 


(6) 


get rid of the. avery of. | Religion ( as 


they call it ) "tis cal) to imagine with 
what Pleaſure they entertain all Opi- 
mons tending that way ; and where 
© then can they be indulged more to their 
Miſbes, than from he 

Religion is repreſented as a Sham, and 


&. 


Pic. pocket. 


The Loſs of the greateſt and beſt. 


Man, that the Heathen World could 


boaſt of, 75 owng to the Artifice of the 


Theatre, the immortal Socrates ; he 

was accuſed of attempting an Inova- 
tion in Religion, for inveighing againſt 
Pol ythei 
the Godhead : His Enemies were well 
appriſed, that his Character and Renown 


would have ſecured him againſt any 


Accuſation, in the ordinary Courſe of 


uſtice, and that there would be no 


Probability of gaining their Point, wath- 


out firſt raiſmg a popular Cry, which . 


then ſwayed all the States of Greece, 


7 


— 


Bs Eo 
— Ro, op VS, 
un 


Stage? where 


m, and aſſerting. the Umty of 


eſpecially 


— 


* 


| Stage, wirb bis new God, in the Co- 
medy called, The Clouds ; the Per- 


' formance tickled the Populace ; Socra- 


tes 1s condemned, and ſoon after ſuf- 
fered Death ; which made Plato ſay, 


The Athemans acted in earneſt, what 


was at firſt exhibited in Jeſt. 
THIS may be a Leſſon to all G5. 


vernments to keep a watchful E ye on 


the Stage, leſt the People by the In- 
chantment of the Fir ot be in- 


duced to believe and practice what 19 


exhibited in Feſt, and Buffoonry ; for 


"tis but too true, that when Senſe is 
charmed, Reaſon becomes ſoon a Cape 


ide. 


eſpecially the Athenians. To effed this, 
A good Man is introduced on the 
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PRIES THOOD, Oc. 


= 7 o NE can diſpute the Order 


of Prieſthood to be of a 


that are inclined to deny 
its Author; and it may, 
indeed, be ſaid to be co- 
eval with the Knowledge of a GOD, 
which is natural to Man, ſince there 
never was any Nation or People, that 


did 


divine Original, but thoſe 
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did not appoint and ſet apart proper 
Perſons fer publick Worſhp, 4 a. | 
crifices ; The Agyptians and Chaldzans 


had their Prieſts; the Perſians their Ma- 
gi; the Indians their Bramans and Gy- 


_ mmoſophiſts ; and the French and Britons 
E 


Ix is the received Opinion as well of 


Jems, as Chriſtians, that the PRIEST's 
Office amongſt God's People, was an- 


nexed to the perſon of every firft-born 


Son, together with an abſolute Domi- 


nion over his Family; and that Adam, 
Cain, Noah, Melchiſedeck, and Abraham 
were both Kings and Prieſts; but the 


Scriptures are ſilent as to the ſpecial man- 


ner of their Deſignation, or mode of 


Worſhip. 


Tax Prieſthood continued in this State, 


till God was pleaſed to transfer it to 
Aaron * and his Sons, and to appoint 
the other Branches of the Tribe of Le- 
vi, for the Service of the Tabernacle: 
And behold, I have taken the Levites from 


among the children of Iſrael, inſtead of all 


the firſt-born, &c. therefore the Levites ſhall 
be mine, Numb. iii. 12. 1 
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* Exod. Xvi. Namb, i. 49, 50. 
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(1) 


T EIS Inſtitution remained till our 
+ Saviour eſtabliſhed the Evangelical, which 
* is to endure for ever: And as under 
' the legal Prieſthood no Man could take 
upon him that ſacred Office, whe was 
not of the Line of Aaron, which. was 
called to it by the ſpecial Command 
of God, ſo it is now under the Goſpel ; 
and our Saviour himſelf. did not aſſume 
this Dignity till he was called: Thox 
art a Prieſt for ever, after the Order of 
Melchiſedeck, Heb. v. 4, 5, 6. But tho? 
Chriſt is till our great and Sovereign 
High- prieſt, yet before he left the Earth, 
he conferred the Prieſthood on his Apo- 
ſtles. As my. Father ſent me, ſo ſend J 
you : Whoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they are 
_ remitted, &c. John xx. 21, 23. and as it 
is in St. Matthew xxviii. 20, promiſed 
to be with them to the end of the World, 
which could not be, unleſs they were to 
have Succeſlors, and their Prieſthood to 
continue tor ever, | Se n= 2 belg 
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_ AccorpinGLy we find they ordain- 
ed Elders, that is, Presbyters or Prieſts 
(. or they were Names importing the 
ſame Office) in eyery Church, and ſome 
of theſe, who were thus ordained by 
the Apoſtles, were authorized to or- 
dain others, as is manifeſt from what 
. B 2 „ 


. 
St. Paul ſays to Titus, whom he > or- 
dained, Tit. i. 55 


Norkhixe can be more farpritng, 
than to ſee Men controvert the ſing 


of this Inſtitution, againſt ſo many clear 


Texts of Scripture, with the concur- 
rent Practice of Sevatiteen) hundred) years ; 
but it muſt be conſider'd, that its Ad- 


verſaries are no other but thoſe, who 


are ſo cunning as to derive their own 
Original from Atoms, 
mo contemptibüe of all material Be- 
ings. 


HAVING now deduced FE prieſt 


hood from Adam, to its Eſtabliſhment 


under the Goſpel, the next thing that 
falls under Conſideration is its Os 
and Prebeminence. | 


Tx IS Office was in ſuch high E. 


ſteem in all the Nations of the Eaſt, 
that none could obtain it, but ſuch as 
were eminent for Birth, Virtue, and 
| Manners; and it was common to ſee 
the Royal and Sacerdotal Functions u- 
nited in the ſame Perſon: And * Plato 
ye us, tae IO the Karen, no 


— x 1 9 2 


De Rego. 


the vileſt and 


with the Prieſthood ; Apud Agyptos: aon 
licet Regi all due ſaterdotio imperare : And 
1 tin, Lib, 36. Poſt Moiſen filius ejus 


een 
King could Reign, till he was inveſted 


Arvas, Sacerdos Sacris Agyptiis, Rex cre- 


in the Aigyptian Rites, was created King. 
And whatever related to the Worſhip 
of the Gods, was. Aivemedi noble, and 


worthy of the greateſt Kings; fo in 


Homer, * Agamemnon killed the Lamb, 


* 7 


made with the Trojans; and Neſtor. + 


 facrifices to Minerva, the Victims which 
his Sons had ſlain, Ot: 


 Amonc the Romans, Romulus and 


Numa Pompilius were Augurs, and the latter 


High-Prieſt; and the Emperors always 


placed thoſe Nignities in the firſt Rank | 


of their Titles, as may be ſeen in their 
Coins, and Medals. ' On the reverſe of 
a Medal of Caeſar, Julius Ceſar Augur 
Pont. Max. Coſ. quartum, Dictator quartum. 
Tib. Ceſar Divi Auguſti filius Pont. Max. 
Trib. Pop. &c. 1 5 | 


Ap if we look into the Jewiſh 
State under the Law, there we may ſee 


„ 


' 


whoſe Blood was to ſeal the Treaty, 
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Ul the Prieſts almoſt the ſole Arbiters as 
0 well, in Temporal, as Eccleſiaſtical af- 
1 fairs, and always the dernier Reſort, or 
Wl! Higheſt Tribunal, Accordingly Moſes di- 
 \\_ rects the Civil Magiſtrate to _ to 
1 them in Caſes of Difficulty. F there 
„ ariſe à matter too hard for thee, in the 
1 Judgment between Blood and Blood, Plea 
1 and Plea, between Stroke and Strołe; being 
ll matters of Controverſy, within thy Gates; 
0 then ſhalt thou ariſe, and get thee ap into 
5 the Place, which the Lord thy God ſhall chooſe, 
Il - Zhou ſhalt come unto the Prieſts and/Levites, 
| and unto the Judges who ſhall be in _ 
ll | Days, and enquire, and they ſhall ſhew thee 
the Sentence of Judgment; and thou ſhalt 
li 40 atcording to the Sentence, which they of . 
| that place, &c. ſhall ſhew thee; and thou that 
|| obſerve to do according to all that they in- 
| TP form thee, And this t > were enjoined to 
| t 
| 


obey on pain of Death. And the Man 
| that will do preſumptuouſly, and. will not 1 
1 hearken unto the Prieſt that ſtandeth to mi- \ 

Aiiſter there before the Lord thy God, even 
that man ſhalt die, and thou ſhalt put a- 
way the evil from Iſrael, Deut. xvii. 8, 9, 
10, 12. | 


al Tur Prieſts were not only the Ora- 
| cles of the People in all things, relating 
ll to Peace and Religion, but alſo their 


11" Leaders in time of War, and Danger; 
i | Ed one | 1 and 


1 and it ſhall be, when ye are come nigh 


5 unto the Battle, that the Prieſt ſhall ap- 


proach and ſpeak unto the People; and 


ball jo unto them, Hear, 0 lirael, you 


approach this day unto the Battle, againſt 
1 Deut. XX. 2, 3. 
AccorpiNnGLyY we find Samuel &, 


againſt the Philiſtines, and was at the 


: bale, 


of the unbounded Authority of the Prieſts, 
than the Story of Athaliah: That wick- 


_ dah, having murdered all the Royal Fa- 


milly, except Joaſb, who was preſerved 
; by the Wife of Feho da the High-Prieſt. 


Bu r the uſurper is ſoon overthrown, 
and the young king reſtored to the 'Throne 


ä 5 
8 


— : * * 


1 Sam. + 2 Chron. xxii, 23. U Chap. xxiii. v. 1, 2, 3, 
7, 9, Ll, 21. 2 . TER 


of 


Jour Enemies, let not Jour He ar is faint, : 


conducting the Army of the Vraelites 


flame time a Prieſt, and Ruler of the 
People as El; was; and after the Cap- 
tivity the High-Prieſt was generally Chief 
Magiſtrate, and ſo Caſtos utriuſque ta- 
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NoTHING can give a clearer Idea 


ed Woman uſurped the Throne of J. 
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of his Fathers, under the conduct of the 


Prieſts and Levites. * And in the ſeventh 
Tear Jehoiada ſirengthened' himſelf, and 
took the Captains of Thouſands, &c. into 
* Covenant with him; and they went a. 
boat in Judah, and gathered the Levites; 
and all the Congregation made a. Covenant 
with the King in the Houſe of God; and 
he ſaid unto them, behold the Rings Son 
ſhall reign, &c. and the Levites ſhall com- 
paſs the king round about, every Man with 

his Weapons in his hand; and whoſoever 
elſe cometh into the Houſe, he ſball be put 
10 Death; but be ye with the Ring, when 

be cometh in and goeth out, Moreover Je- 
hoiada the Prieſt delivered to the Captains 


ef Hundreds Spears, &c. which were in the 


e of God. Then they brought out the Rings 
Son, and put upon him the Crown, and gave. 
him the Teſtimony, and made him King, &c. 
and all the People of the Land rejoiced, and 
the City was quiet, after they had flain A- 
thaliah with the ſword, „„ 


HERE it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that in thoſe Days, the Priefts were 
Judges of the Right of Succeſſion, and 
that to deſtroy an Uſurper even by the 


7 . 
* = n — * * . 


— 


* 


0 * Te may be interpreted Plot, or Conſpiracy in the Modern 


Sword, 


FF 
Sword, was then thought a legal Act, and 
Meritorious ; for it is evident by the Te- 
nour of this Chapter, and the next, that 


the whole Action was conſecrated. . And 


Joaſh did that which was right in the Sight 
of the Lord, all the Days of Jehoiada he 
Frieſt. But Jehoiada waxed old, and was 
full of Days when he died, &c. And they bu- 
ried him in the City of David among the 
Kings, becauſe he had done good in Irael, 

both towards God, and towards his Hoſe, 


Chap. xxiv. 2, 15. 16. 
Ar ER the Captivity, the ſupreme Pow- 


er was for the moſt Part lo ged in the 
Prieſts; and ſo it was in our Saviour's 


time, who, though he cenfured the Jews 
on ſeyeral Occaſions for Hypocriſy, and 
other Vices, yet there's no Inftance of his 
finding Fault with the Authority of the 
Prieſts, but ſeems rather to acknowledge 
it; particularly when he deſired the Lepers 
to ſbem themſelves to them &, in order to be 
healed ; and St. Paul acknowledged it on 


another Occafion, in a very remarkable 
manner. He was accuſed before the High- 


Prieſt, and evilly treated, which drew ſome angry 
Mords from him: But when he under ſtobd who 


it was, he repented immediately, ſaying, Iniſt 


* 


Luke xvii. 14. + Ads xxiii. 
S not, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


-: 8 
not, Brethren, that he was the High Prieſt; for 
it is written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak Exil of the 
Ruler of thy People. 1 55 


How far the Evangelical Prieſthood 


may be ſaid to ſucceed that under the Law, 
with regard to temporal Juriſdiction, is a 
Matter too difficult to be determined in 
this place, ſince our Saviour made no Al- 


teration in the Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Polity 


of the Jews : but ſurely none will be ſo 
hardy as to {ay, That t e Diſpenſation un-. 


der the Goſpel ſhould not be inveſted with? 
as extenſive Privileges as the Legal: How- 


ever, without ſtraining this Point any fur- 


ther, it will not be denied, that the Rights 
of the Chriſtian Clergy to Tythes, and the 


Power of Excommunicating, are derived 


from the Jewiſh Church. 


Bur whatever Diſpute there may be of 
their Authority, over the Things of this 
World, there can be none of their Domi- 
nion over thoſe of the other; ſince the 
Keys of Heaven were given to them, and 
that the Son of God left them the ſame 
Powers which he exerciſed himſelf: * As 
my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I jou. 


—— 1 
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* Foh, xx. 21. 


ALL 


| Of their TMMUNITI ES, Be. 


* 
* 
25 


- ALLN ations on Earth, have in all Ages, 
conferred extraordinary Privileges and Im- 
munities on thoſe that were ſet a- part for 


Divine Service; their Perſons and Poſſeſ- 
ſions were always eſteemed ſacred and in- 
violable, as is ſignified by Unction, or A- 
nointing, which is a Symbol of Purity, 


| Superiority,. and Inviolableneſs, and of. 1 


propriated to the Perſons of Kings, Pri 


niſter to me in the Prieſts Office, And thou 
Hall bring his Sons, &c. and thou ſhall anoint 


them, &c. for their eK ſhall be an evern 


Zo great was the Veneration of the Hea- 


chens for their Prieſts, that *twill be diffi- 

cult to find an Inſtance of their falling un- 
der the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate; and 
there's great Reaſon to believe they were 


entirely exempted from his Juriſdiction; 


which in ſome meaſure may be proved 
from the Example of Phara»þ, Who would 
not touch the Poſfeſſions of the Prieſts, in the 
time of a Famine, that was ſpread over all 


 Exypr,which had obliged the People to {ell | 


2 their 


and Things confecrated. And thou ſhalt 
put upon Aaron the Holy Garments, and a- 
noint him, and ſanitify him, that he may mi- 


Agi, 22, gl 1 


then King towards his Prieſts! he would 
touch their Poſſeſſions even in time of a 
cruel Famine, wbich might be ſome Ex- 


— nn ne In > — 


7 
their Lands to the King for Bread. Ozly the 


Lands of the Prieſts bought he not : For the 
Prieſts had a Portion aſſigned them of Pha- 
rach, and did eat their Portion which Pharaoh 
gave them; wherefore they ſold not their Lands. 
And Joleph made it a Law over the Land of 
Egypt unto this Day, that Pharaoh ſhould 
have a fifth Part; except the Lands of the 


Prieſs only, which hecame not Pharaotd's, Gen 


0 * , A 


B . +, 8 1 15 FINS 
A RARE Example of 1 in that Hea- 
she would not 


cuſe for Sacrilege; on the contrary, he ſup- 


Fun their Wants, and exempted their 


Lands from Contributions by a perpetual 
Law. As the Greets brought their Religion 
and Laws from the AÆgyptians; fo they 
may be ſaid to have imitated them in ho- 


nouring their religious Men, who were in 
| | ſuch Veneration through all Gr cece, that 
any Indignity towards their Perſons was 


looked upon as the blackeſt Kind of Villa- 


ny: And though the Laws enjoined Bury. 
ing of the Dead upon Pain of Death, yet 
it was denied to thoſe that were Guilty of 


Sacrilege or Profaneneſs, Diod. Lib. 16. 


Rhodiaia ſays, It was a common Cuſtom 
among all the Greeks, to caſt away all ſa- 
crilegtous Perſons unburiec. 


Ts 


(21) 
TRE Romans were as much indebted to 
the Greeks for Religion and Laws, as they 
to the Agyptians; and all the Græcian Gods 
were ellen by the Romans, with pret- 
ty near the ſame Ceremonies, Nothing 
could be more venerable among them than 
their Prieſts and Augurs, as has been ob- 


ſerved before, eſpecially the College of 
 Pontiffs or Prelates, which was their high- 


eſt Order; their Authority was ſo tranſ- 


cendent, that they were ſuperior to all the 
Laws, as not being accountable either to 


the Senate or the People. 


1 Jewiſh Common-wealth, the 


Prieſts and Levites were ſubject only to the 
Cenſures of the Ecclefiaſtical Sanhedrim; 


for the People were forbid to touch any 
Thing that was Holy, or Anointed, as 
Kings and Prieſts were; Touch not mine 
| Anointed, nor do my Prophets any harm, Pal. 
cv. 15. And if it was not laytul even to 
touch the Lord's Anointed, how heinous 


a Crime muſt it be to flay or impriſon 


them? 


.Wrar Privileges they may claim under 
the Goſpel, is according to ſome a diſputa- 
ble Point, as has been hinted already; but 
this muſt be acknowledged, that our Savi- 


our has honoured them with ſeveral Titles 


of 


(22) 
of Diſtinction, as Prophets, Angels, Em- 
baſſe adors, &c. and the People. are required 


10 eſteem them ver) highly in Love for 
their Works ſake. Accordingly Chriſtian 
Princes have from time to time made Laws 
and Conſtitutions in their Favour; the No- 


vels and Code of Juſtinian &, and that of 


Theodoſius, are 2% Rev taken up with them; 


and by the Law de Epiſcopali Andientia, 


they were inall Caſes to be ſummoned. in 
the firſt place before 'their Biſhops And 
Paulus, the Civilian, delivers this. memo- 


rable Opinion of the Prieſthood in Di. 


geſt. de receptis Arbitris. Sacerdotio ob weni- 


ente videamus an cogatur arbiter ſententiam 


dicere; id enim non tantum honori hernſoncrum, 
ſed dei Majeſtati indulgetur, cujus ſacris va- 
care ſacerdotes opportet, The Prieſthood 


coming in the way, let us ſee whether the 
Umpire be conſtrained to pronounce Sen- 


tence ; for that is an Indulgence due not 
only to the Honour of their Perſons, but 


alſo to the Majeſty of God, for whoſe Ser- 
vice the Ne ought to be at Leiſure. 


Or nx R princes followed the 8 Steps of 
thoſe pious Emperors, and, held the Per- 
ſons of bay ae in ſuch high OT, 


— — - RO 


TS 


— a * — — *— —— — 


of 


T. de Fpiſcopi & de Clercis, 


that 


(23) 


that there are but few Inſtances in Crimi- 


nal Proſecutions againſt them, though of- 


ten taken in aQual Arms ; the Soveraigns 

whom they offended, leaving them gene- 
rally to the Cenſure and Admonitions of 
their Spiritual Judges: And *tis almoſt the 
received Opinion, that the Law among 
us, which allowed the Benefit of the Cler- 


8 


gy to certain Criminals, had its Riſe from 


the ſame Fountain; for though ſome ſay, 
it was made to promote Learning, it is 
much more reaſonable to believe, it was 


intended ſolely in Favour of the Church, 
ſince the Ordinary was the competent 
Judge, whether the Party accuſed was a 


Clerk or not; for on his pronouncing Affir- 


matively, the Authority of the Civil Ma- 


giſtrate was ſuperſeded. 


| I am well apprized how differently that 


Law is interpreted in our Days; but this 


ObjeQion will appear groundleſs to any 
one that conſiders the Mutability of all 


Humane Affairs, and that in every Genera- 
tion the Laws are made to chime in with 
the Political Views of thoſe that preſide 


oyer them, 


Ir was not only in Times of Peace, that 
religious Men enjoyed a Safeguard tor 
their Perſons, but even during the Bags 

. 
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ww 
and Violence of cruel Wars, and that a- 
mong the moſt barbarous Nations, 


- Taz Cretans *, in the Heighth of their 
Inteſtine Commotions, preſerved the Prieſts 
from all Injuries ; and the Oeleans +, who 

were conſecrated to Jupiter, lived in Se- 
curity, when War had a moſt deſtroyed all 
the reſt of Greece, . 


So the Goth || are commended by Proco. 
ius, for ſparing the Prieſts of Peter and | 


Paul. 
C 8A n LE ex. 


Ir now remains that ſomething ſhould ? 
be ſaid of Sacrilege, which according to 
its Ætimology, ſignifies Stealing, or taking 


away violently any facred Thing appropri- 


* 


ated to the Service of God. 


Tuls was the Sin of Lucifer, and the 
Apoſtate Angels, who would have invaded 
the Throne of their Maker, and robbed 
him of the Worſhip due to him from the 
Creature, which is elegantly expreſſed hy 


FI 


, pig ; 
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: N — . : — — — 


Put. Queſt. Gr. 7 Stabo. | Goth, a. Vid. Legem 
Longobard, J. 1. 1. 11. 14. | e | 


the | 


tm) 

the Prophet Haiah. I will aſcend into Hea- 

wen, I will exalt my Throne above the Stars of 

God: I will fit alſo upon the Mount of the Con- 

gregation, in the ſides of the North, I will 

aſcend above the Heighths of the Clouds, I will 
be like the moſt High, Va. xiv. 13, 14. 


Ix this Crime above all others, Satan 
was moſt defirous to plunge our firſt Pa- 
rents, Adam and Eve, by telling them they 
ſhould be like God, knowing Good and 
Evil; and according to Divines, was like- 
Wiſe the Sin of Cain, who offered the worſt 
of his Fruits.to God, reſerving the. beſt for 
| himſelf: And as it was the firſt, ſo it may 
be faid to be the moſt enormous Offence 
that can be perpetrated againſt the Maje- 
ſty of God, for which his Vengeance pur- 
ſues the Guilty even in this Life, of which 
there are almoſt infinite Examples, as well 
in ſacred as profane Hiſtory, . 


TH firſt that offers is the Story of the 
Benjamites of Gibeah; who for wronging a 
Levite, by abuſing his Concubine, were de- 
ſtroyed with Fire and Sword, and the 
whole Tribe almoſt extirpated, and their 
Name raſed out of - Ijraz!, judges xx. 
25, 20. be 
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| Joan, King of Judah, of whom menti- 

on has been made before, commanded Zecha- 

riah, Sozof Jehoiada the Prieſt to be lain: Soon 

after he was. overthrown by. the Syrians, all 

his Princes were ſſain, and the Spoil of the 

People ſent to Damaſcus ; the King himſelf . 

is afflicted: with Diſeaſes, and murdered by 

his own Servants, for the Blood of the Sons 

of  Jehoiada the Prieſt, 2 Chron. xxiv. 
21, &c. J) TM» ee tots oy 


ZEDEKIAH commanded Jeremiah the 
Prophet to be thrown into Priſon, and uſed | 
him harſhly ; he and thoſe that adviſed him to 1 
it are overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar King | 
of Babylon, his Sons are ſlain before his Eyes, 
and then his Eyes. put out, and the People car= © 
ried Captive to Babylon, Jer. xxxii. 3, 37, | 
VV 1 | 


TEE Hand of Jeroboam withered*, for 4 5 
ſtretehing it out in order to have the Prophet 
apprehended, So that God not only puniſh- 
ed the ſlaying or impriſoning the Prieſts 
or Prophets in an exemplary Manner, but 
likewile the leaſt Motion of Indignity to- 
wards ther Ferns: 6 


1 


9 * 1 Kings xiii. 4. 


conſecrated was alſo revenged ; * Nothing 
being more abominable 7 Irreverence to any 


Thing that was Holy. 
Temple of God, bom 115 ball deſtroy ; for 


(27) 


SACRILEGE of Function, by orally 5 


the Prieſt's Office, was likewile purſue 


with heavy Venge eance, as in the Stories 
of Kprah and his ompanions, Gideon, Saul, 
Uriah, and others " 


. SAcritEGE of Holy Places and Things 


Man deſtroy the 


the Temple of God is. Hoh, 1 Oor. iii. 7. 


Horx and Phineas , che Sons of Eli, 


2 polluted the ſanctified Place ; for which 


they, were cut off, with their whole Fami- 


ly, and the Prieſthood pmaleeres to ano- 


EL er, 


Anaz b oiled the Tem le of the 19 
ſure, firſt he fell into the Hands of the A/ 


He then Pekeh, King of Vrael, ſlew a 


ndred and twenty T Balea of his Sol- 


diers, and carried away great Numbers of 
Priſoners ; He was likewiſe harraſſed. by 
the Edomites and Phil; tines, and became at 
laſt ſo hateful to his People, that they 


would not bury him in the Sepulchre of his 
Father, 2 C bro xFVHi, 
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F Kral. xl 34 37 1 Kings viti. 10, 1, 1. 1 Sam, 
3 85 Ho 2 „ 
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NE BUCHADN EZ ZAR, King of Babylon *, . « 
ſpoiled the Temple, and carried away the 


Treaſure and Holy Veſſels, Sc. he is ſtruck 
with a Phrenzy, caſt out of his Kingdom, 


lived among Beaſts, and like them fed 


upon Grafs, ll his Hair was grows like Ea- 


DST 1 5 FE. 


 gle's Feathers, and his Nails like Bird's Claws, 


Axriochus EriyHANEs, Son of Antio- 


chas the Great, King of Syria, elitered the = 
Temple, and carried away the Altar, and 
the Treaſure ; he ſoon fe.t the Change of 


Fortune, his Captains are ſlain, his Ar- 


mies overthrown, and all his Affairs were 
fo embaraſſed, that he fell into the utmoſt 


- Grief, and confeſſed to his Friends, that 


his Adverſity was owing to the Evil he 
had done at Jeruſalem. And ] know theſe 
Troubles are come upon me for the ſame 
Cauſe, and behold ] muſt die with great 
Sorrow, in a ſtrange Land: He had a yio- 
lent Fall out of his Chariot, and was 
tormented with an horrible Diſeaſe, Worms 
came out of his Body, aud his Fleſh came off 
for Pain, and no Man could endure the ſtink, 
2 Macc. chap. vi. 11, 7, 9, 8, Ec. GE 


* Chron. xxxvi. 17. 2 Kings xxiv. 13. 
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„ +4. 


| that place, there is no doubt an eſpecial Power 
| of God ; for he that dwelleth in Heaven, hath 
| his Eye on that place, and defendeth it, and he 4 
| beateth and deſtroyeth them that come to 1 
hurt it, ls y 
| REED TEAS" © DREAWIEED 9 8 [ 


* 2 Macc. iii. 38, 39. 
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POMPEY the Great, by the aſfſtance 


of Hircanns,. took Jeraſalem, and after» 
wards the T 


Misfortunes may be dated ; for he ne- 


ver after this Sacrilege VE hap- 
laſt murderd 


py Moment, and was at | 
by the Command of his Friend  Projemy, 


(to whom he fled for Refuge, after the 
Battle of. Pharſalia,) and that in the pre- 
ſence of his Wife, and his Son, who, 
with his Brother ſoon - after felt the 
fame Fate with his Father: TC“. 


TEH E Sacrilege of Marcus Cole in 


ſome meaſure ſurpaſſed Powpey's; for the 


latter would not touch the Treaſure, 
whereas the other carried away the 
whole, which he diſtributed among his 
Army; then marching againſt the Par- 


thians, by whom he was entirely over- 


thrown, he and his Son were both ſlain, 
his Head, and Hand cut off and expo- 


ſed in publick Plays, and Triumphs, 
win all the Contempt and Tgnominy 


— n * N , 


ne — 
* 


cap. 4 


* 


that 


Temple, having flain the Prieſts 
at the Sacrifices, and entring the ſanctum 
ſanctorum, the Holy of Holies, beheld 
the Sacred Things, from which all his 


* Foſeph. Antiquit, Lib. 14, Sect. 8. Appian. Lib. 2, 
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Ant it is remarked, that this was t. 


ta 315 
as cauld_ infpire, a barbaxous. En 


greateſt Defeat that the Romant ever re. 


ceived i in the Whole yn of 1 n 


* * 


” 187 


i HE New Teſtament Won * few 
xamples of this Crime, the moſt no- 


torious is that of the Jews, in turning 
the Temple of God into a ldick- Mar- 


ket: And 1 tis obſervable. that there's 


no other Inſtance of our Saviour's, dif- 


charging. the Office of a Judge, or Ma- 
iſtrate, - than this: On other Occaſions 


e healed, and admonifned Offenders 


with Gentleneſs; but he could not ſee 


the Houſe of God proſtituted, without 


the higheſt Indignation; he puniſhed the 


Prophane with his own Hand, overturns 


the Money-tables, and drives out the : 


Sheep and Oxen 1. 5 5.70 


A H o this: may bee "ol * An 
to deter People from offering Indigni- 
ties to Churches, or Places appointed "for 


divine W _ it were a 2 Qua- ö 


| 4 Foſeph.. Antig. Lib. 14. Cap. 13. Plutarch. in Marco 


Craſſo. . Appian, de Bello Parthico, l Fon it. 147 


Matt, XX1, 11. 


ker's 


Z 1 J \ 
er's Meeting; for ehen there the Ne ame 15 
| 


of the Moſt High is invoked, Wich a. 
lone ought» to ſecure it from An oy Vol 
lation. And though I believe, tflere's no 
Country, where Religion makes more 
Noiſe than in En land, yet one may 
preſume -:to lay, that there's not any 
where Church-Yards- (I will, not fax 
Churches) and conſecrated Places, are lefis 
reverenced: For Proof of which one need 
go no further than the City of London: 
And, whatever Puritans, and Enthuſiaſts 
may pretend, by their purity of Heart 
and inward Man, tis almoſt impoſſible, 
and a. Paradox, chat any one ſhould be 
faid to: honour God, who at the ſame 
time diſhonours, or eontemns his 1 
en or T hing. 
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| Te Dealing or ehe ths 5 Mi. 
niſters of God of their. Tythes, or Offer- 

l ings, is another Species of Sacrilege; and 
Z 'tis extraordinary, that they | alone of 
all Labourers | ſhould be denied their 
| Hire: But God has 97 5 a' Curſe a- 
gainſt the guilty, with his o] Mouth, | 
5 even a whole Nation. * Will a May | 
9 rob God? Tet * have roblod m * but \ 
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. n 
ſay, wherein have we robb'd Thee ? In 
Tythes ani Offerings, Te are curſed with a 


e Nation. 


Or this kind was the Sserilege of l. 


nanias, and Saphira, mentioned in the 


Curſe, for ys have robb me, even this 


wo” 1s Sin was ſo abominable in the 
Sight of God, that he was pleaſed to 


puniſh it in the Votaries of falſe Dei- 


obſerved in the Caſe of Perjury. Qs 
per Lapidem jurat, te falſum  jurat, per- 
Jurus eſt; non ſe audit Lapis loquentem, 


fed punit Deus fallentem : — that is, © It 
a Man (fays * that learned Father) 
** ſwears falſely by a Stone, he is per- 
„ jur'd; the Stone hears not your words, 


TIE REO Wy ag TR IT : 2 
N * 
. 2 


| -*= tention,” 80 in the Caſe before us; 

for though nothing was more hateful to 
the true God, than Idolatry, yet he was 
pleaſed to puniſh Saerilege, not from any 


2 ww - 
me — eee eee 
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ted with a vicious Intention, 
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but God puniſhes your deceitful In- 


regard to falſe Gods, but becauſe the 
Act was wicked ſu natura, and commit» . 


3 ( 24) 


Ir were endleſs to recount all the Ex- 
amples, in Prophane Hiſtory, of God's 


Vengeance for this Crime, It was the 


chief Cauſe of the Peloponneſian War which 
| had' almoſt deſtroyed all Greece; and of 
that againſt the Phocenſes, by Philip of 


erg. The Sacrilege of thoſe Peo- 


ple, , fays Juſtin, ought to be expiated | 
5 


he Forces of all the World T. 


83 RENNUS the Gaul, Imilco the + Ca 
tha ginian, Xerxes, Cam byſes, Dionyſius the 
Elder, A stiochas the Great, Ag athocles, 
and Q. Servilias Cepio, with thor Ar. 
mies, were overthrown, and deſtroyed 
| for. their Sacrilege #, 


Tar Hiſtory of the Baer 40 not a- 
bound more in Inſtances of this Nature, 
than thoſe of the Chriſtians, to their E. 


ternal Shame ; the Religion of the firſt 


was-obſcure, and full of Abfurdities, which 


might be ſome Excuſe for contemning it; 
the Religion of the latter, clear, certain, 


and rational, However, Tam perſuaded, 
tne on a a little Baquiry, the. Ballance will 


2 . n ; $5 $2 \% 
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+ Fuſlin Lib. 8. 


be 


'* 14. Lib. | 20, 21, 24. Diod. i 
icul. Lib. 11. 14. 16. Herolotus in Thalia, Lib. 3. 4. "I 
| ius Dec. 5 Lib. 2. þ 


«| 


13 


Countries, where they ended t 
ed Days in Miſery. 5 


| = ſing. in Vita Hen. II. | 


(35) 


be found on this Side: which can be ea- 


ſily proved, from the Eccleſiaſtical ||Hiſto- 


ries of each Nation, but whatever dif- 


regard either Heathens or . Chriſtians 
might ſhew towards 'Temples, Churches, 
or things conſecrated, there are but fe, 
examples of Killing or Impriſoning, the 
can be found in any Hiſtory parallel to 
the execrable Murder of Thomas Becket, 
 Archbiſh6p of Canterbury, before the Al- 


ers of God, and I believe nothing 


tar of God, in the Reign of Henry the 


Second 4 but it did not 80 long unpu- 
niſhed; the King who encouraged it, lived 

to fee his own Wife and Children rife in 
Rebellion, or rather Judgment againſt 
him, and was continually harraſſed by one 
Misfortune or other, till he made an 


Atonement for that flagrant Murder; and 
though the Aſſaſſins fled from the Sword f 


of the Temporal Judge *, the Hand of 


Heaven ſoon overtook them Bi ſtrange 
elr wretch- 


w— 
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I Eaſeb. Lib. 8. 9. Baron. An. 356. 25. Theod. Ecel. 
Hiſt. Lib. 3. Cap. 11, 12. Chriſoſt. Lib. 33. Socr. Lib. 7. 


Cap. 33. Nicephor. Lib. 14. Cap. 34. Gaguin in Chil- 


deberto, fol. 13. Greg. Turon. de gloria Mart, 166, Bar. 


556. 42. Lambard. Itin. in Tenet, p. 972. al- 
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( 36 ) 
Cuoncn Hiſtories Med! many Fx 


Exam. 


gs of Bickering „between Princes and 


en, whic often became fatal > 
the. N. : and J helieve it will not be 


denied but the Conduct of King wy 
the Second, towards ſome of that X 
contributed more towards precipitating 
Him from his Throne, — 30y be du- 
ring his Reign. 


A LATER niere of 2 e Profe. 


5 cution againft a Clergyman, offers it ſelf 


to view; but the Story is ſo trefh in every 


one's Memory, that it would be 1 N . 
to fay any more of i it. | 


IT were cafy to continue this Diſcourſe 
from the Hiſtory of England alone, with- 
out compriſing the memorable Things 
done in the Reign of Hen. VIII. but ſince 
that has been already done by a learned 
Pen, and that enough has been faid to 


. Convince any one that is not a Miſcreant, 


that God has in all Ages puniſhed Sacrilege 


exemplarily, even with the entire Deſtru- 
Ction of whole Families and Nations; I 


will conclude with a pious Saying « of Con- 
| Pantine * Great. wg 


THAT 


n 


TA AT y Emperor wks, Appel 
ed a Day for earing ſome Com 


plaints 
_ againſt certain Biſhops, diſmiſſed them all 
without rea gen. Papers, which con- 
tained the Accuſations, as thinking him 
ſelf unworthy to Judge the Prieſts of 
God, py rn Aly. fic | ſaterdoter, Es po 
teſtatem vobis dedit obig guoqiee judican- 
di, & ideo nos a vobis recte judicamur, vos 
autem non pote ſtis ab hominibus judicari, &c. 
„God has made you Prieſts, and has gi- 
« ven you Power to Judge even us, but 
+ * you cannot be judged by mm”. 


Nox is it indeed poſſible we can ſhew 
Reverence enough to their Perſons and 
Character; one muſt at his Peril 
reſpect the "Miniſters of every little Prince 
or State, their Perſons and Goods are in- 
violable in all Caſes (Treaſon not ex- 

A cepted) and ſhall the Miniſters and Em- 
| baſſadors gf the * God 7 leſs Im- 


munities 7, 


c amanded to for- 
y and ſeven Times, 
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who can challenge our Indulgence with ſo 
much Right as thoſe, * that watch for our 
E ouls, he” Stewards of the Myſteries of God? 
We ought to overlook their Infirmities 
which they have in common with the reft 
of Mankind, and ſo follow the Examples 
| pa the pious Sons of Noah, who turned 


way their Eyes from beholding their Fa- 
"thers N akednek +. 
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